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Summary: Turkey’s most successful politician in terms of election results, President of 

the Republic Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan is also a very controversial figure both within Turkey 

and outside. The article seeks to analyze Turkish transformation during Erdogan’s era.   
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Introduction 

No surprise took place in Turkish Presidential election last year. Ruling Justice and 

Development Party’s candidate Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has become the 12th -

but the first one elected directly by popular vote- President of the Republic in the first round of 

elections. Before the elections, according to latest polls Erdogan was expected to get around 57 

% of the votes, but he got only 52 %, which could be considered only a small victory for him. 

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, the candidate supported by the pro-European social democratic 

Republican People’s Party (RPP) and secular Turkish nationalist Nationalist Action Party 

(NAP) as well 10 other small parties, got 39 % of the total votes. Results show that it would 

not be easy for President Erdogan to transform the country into a Presidential or semi-

Presidential system which he sees something urgently needed and inevitable for the country. In 

addition, there might be serious problems within the JDP without Erdogan’s charismatic and 

authoritarian leadership as he stepped up into Presidential Palace. Now that he is in the new 

Presidential Palace as the most successful Turkish politician ever in terms of electoral 

performance, it might be a good time to criticize Mr. “Invincible” Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 

deeds during his tenure in the office as Prime Minister between 2003 and 2014.  

Recep Tayyip Erdogan: From zero to hero 

Turkey’s once imprisoned newly elected pro-Islamic President of the Republic Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan (61), is without any doubt one of the most interesting and powerful leaders of 

21
st
 century. Erdogan has been ruling a “torn country” like Turkey since 2003 and has been 

constantly increasing his powers over the system by eliminating all mechanisms of checks and 

balances. The success of Erdogan is caused by many different reasons including the weakness 

of opposition parties in Turkey, his chance to take over after a huge economic crisis in 2001 

with a successful economic program prepared by Kemal Dervis, his Islamist identity allowing 

him to create a special tie between ordinary Anatolian people and his close relationships with 

international Islamist “green” capital that allows Turkey to live comfortably enough even at a 

time when some European economies are heading toward disaster. However, Erdogan’s well-

known authoritarian tendencies, as well as his uncontrolled and imperious behaviors and 

speeches, make many people both in his own country and outside to get afraid from the future 

of Turkey. In this piece, I will try to make a liberal criticism of Erdogan’s Turkey by focusing 

first on some basic principles of classical liberalism and then Erdogan’s controversial policies 

and speeches.  

Classical Liberalism: What was it about? 

Liberalism is an ideology historically born out of the conflict between newly arising 

bourgeois class and aristocratic landowners in Europe as the ideology defended by the 

flourishing bourgeois class, consisted of traders and businessmen that want to increase their 

power and protect their wealth from the “political absolutism” represented by the king and the 

state.
2
 Liberalism, thus, focuses first and foremost on basic liberties such as right to live, right 

to have property etc. and seeks to promote individual liberties maximum as possible by trying 

to guarantee equality of opportunity within a tolerant society. The hallmark of liberalism is the 

promotion of individual liberty, but liberals in fact disagree over what exactly liberty is and 

how to best promote it. Liberalism considers human beings as rational, self-interested and 

competitive by nature. Their primary rejection is about the “ascribed status” designed by the 

landed classes during the Medieval Ages. Liberals think that a free-market system would allow 

                                                 
2
 Summarized from here; Ball, Terence & Dagger, Richard. 2011. Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal 

(8/E), Pearson, Chapter 3. 
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everyone the best chance to develop themselves and reach their true potential. Their second 

important rejection is about the “religious conformity” proposed by the Catholic Church and 

allows religious people to have authority over other people thus spoiling liberal market order.  

Thomas Hobbes’ famous work Leviathan could be considered as the earliest theoretical 

work about liberalism, since Hobbes considered human beings as rational and self-interested 

although his look toward human nature is very pessimistic in its essence. John Locke is 

naturally considered as the leading theoretician of classical liberalism, because Locke tried to 

formulate a theory based on social contract about the necessity of a liberal state that will allow 

everyone to enjoy their natural rights given by the nature or God. Locke thought that 

individuals are naturally equal and free with natural rights to life, liberty and property. Thus, 

the state’s only mission is to protect this environment where free life and economics could take 

place in security. Later American revolutionaries and some of French revolutionaries used 

Locke’s theories to constitute the basis of their new society models. John Stuart Mill, in his 

work On Liberty, by using utilitarian principles contributed a lot to the development of 

liberalism especially in terms of freedom of thought and freedom of conscience. Mill also 

created a “harm principle”, a simple theory about where freedom starts and where it ends when 

it violates other people’s freedoms. Scottish economist Adam Smith is also one of the leading 

theoreticians of economic liberalism since in his work The Wealth of Nations, he advocated 

free-market economics and thought that an “invisible hand” in the market system direct the 

private interests of individuals toward the common interest of society. Liberals also believe in 

the separation of powers since they believe that as it was stated by Lord Acton, “Power 

corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely”. Liberals see the state as the “necessary evil” 

and that is why, they want to make the state as small as possible especially in the field of 

economics.  

Liberal Criticism of Erdogan’s Turkey 

Justice and Development Party (JDP – AK Parti) was established in 2001 in Bilkent 

Hotel, with the ideology of struggling against 3 “y”s in Turkey: yolsuzluk (corruption), 

yasaklar (restrictions) and yoksulluk (poverty). The party used a libertarian civilian language 

and took the support of liberal and social democratic segments of the country as well as 

business circles. JDP showed a good performance against the elimination of so-called the 

“deep state” in Turkey and began to establish a new order not based on military guardianship 

or tutelage, but rather on civilian supremacy. However, starting from 2007 and now it is much 

more apparent, Erdogan has been systematically showing symptoms of authoritarianism and in 

a sense establishing a new statist system where elites are centered not within the military this 

time, but in other state institutions, namely the MIT (Turkish National Intelligence Agency). 

Everyone will remember that Erdogan ordered a private law for MIT Undersecretary Hakan 

Fidan in order to prevent his arrestation, a clear violation of principle of generality in modern 

legal systems.
3
 While defeating the aristocratic landed class in the country (the military in 

Turkish case), Erdogan created a new kingdom instead of a liberal state. Moreover, Erdogan 

brought a new “ascribed status” model (a new vassalage system) to Turkey, where people from 

different sects of Islam (Alevis), non-Muslims, non-believers and people from other political 

                                                 
3
 Fidan recently resigned from his duty in order to become a deputy candidate from the ruling JDP. Main 

opposition party, RPP’s leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu claims that “Fidan knows all dirty doings of JDP” and that is 

why Erdoğan ordered a private law for him in the past. See; “CHP leader claims MİT head Fidan knows all dirty 

doings of AK Party”, Today’s Zaman, Date of Accession: 13.02.2015 from 

http://www.todayszaman.com/national_chp-leader-claims-mit-head-fidan-knows-all-dirty-doings-of-ak-

party_372384.html.   

http://www.todayszaman.com/national_chp-leader-claims-mit-head-fidan-knows-all-dirty-doings-of-ak-party_372384.html
http://www.todayszaman.com/national_chp-leader-claims-mit-head-fidan-knows-all-dirty-doings-of-ak-party_372384.html


 

      

Scottish Journal of Arts, Social Sciences and Scientific Studies - ISSN 2047-1278 

        http://scottishjournal.co.uk 

 

113 

parties have no chance to rise in the bureaucracy. Erdogan, instead of following Locke, started 

to follow Hobbes’ principles and turned out to be a modern “Leviathan” who has the supreme 

and uncontrolled power over the system. Erdogan seemed very uninterested in property rights, 

when he ordered an astronomic fine against media tycoon Aydin Dogan, because of his 

moderately critical broadcasting policy against the government.
4
  

During Erdogan’s time, privatizations are made not in accordance with free-market 

principles, but rather with political motivations. Erdogan, again against liberal principles, 

established a social system where “religious conformity” is equally stronger as non-democratic 

theocratic countries like Islamic Republic of Iran and people are subjected to state’s oppression 

because of their lack of praying, drinking or smoking habits and active sexual lives. Erdogan, 

in his speeches, always advised people to get marry at early ages and have at least three 

children, get rid of drinking and smoking habits and follow moral and religious rules. By doing 

this, Erdogan somehow created an atmosphere of fear, where non-conformist social or political 

behaviors, as well as different political views, have become much more difficult to be 

expressed in the country. In Erdogan’s Turkey, women murders are increased by 1400 %
5
 and 

Erdogan even tried to ban abortion
6
, but later stepped back after huge reactions shown by the 

women rights activists. Erdogan’s government, without taking any consent from people or 

from the parliament, also makes so-called “peace talks” with Abdullah Ocalan, the imprisoned 

leader of PKK, a Marxist-Leninist internationally recognized terrorist organization that led to 

the death of 35.000 people in Turkey, which is a clear violation of rule of law.  

Erdogan’s government which started as a utopia, in fact has been turning into a 

dystopia, a modern version of George Orwell’s 1984 novel, where all oppositional movements 

are watched closely by the state as if they are terrorist movements. It is very hard to explain 

with liberal principles, why a government that already holds peace talks with an internationally 

recognized terrorist organization like PKK, is so obsessed with the terrorist nature of all 

oppositional political and social movements in the country? Erdogan’s Turkey is also 

convicted about freedom of thought, because the country is now one of the leading countries in 

terms of number of jailed journalists.
7
 Turkey was already corrupt before, but now since the 

ruling power is uncontested, the country is heading towards worse as Lord Acton foresaw long 

years ago.  

Competitive Authoritarianism? 

“Competitive authoritarianism” is a relatively new concept in Comparative Politics 

created by Professor Steven Levitsky from Harvard University. Levitsky, together with Lucan 

Way, wrote the book Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes after the Cold War in 

2010 and also published an article called “Elections Without Democracy: The Rise of 

                                                 
4
 After the Treasury imposed a controversial tax fine of half-billion-dollars, Aydın Dogan said that Erdogan 

seeks to create “calm and silent Turkey”. See; “Aydin Dogan says PM seeks to create ‘calm and silent Turkey’”, 

Hürriyet Daily News, Date of Accession: 13.02.2015 from 

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/english/specialreport/11065056.asp.  
5
 “Kadın Cinayeti Sayısı Son 7 Yılda % 1400 Artmıştır”, Türk Üniversiteli Kadınlar Derneği, Date of 

Accession: 12.02.2015 from http://www.tukd.org.tr/basinhaber07.asp. 
6
 “Erdogan’s Call to Ban Abortion in Turkey Will Only Increase Deaths”, International Business Times, Date of 

Accession: 12.02.2015 from  http://www.ibtimes.com/Erdogans-call-ban-abortion-turkey-will-only-increase-

deaths-705711.  
7
 “Number of jailed journalists sets global record”, Committee to Protect Journalists, Date of Accession: 

12.02.2015 from http://cpj.org/reports/2012/12/imprisoned-journalists-world-record.php.  

http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/english/specialreport/11065056.asp
http://www.tukd.org.tr/basinhaber07.asp
http://www.ibtimes.com/erdogans-call-ban-abortion-turkey-will-only-increase-deaths-705711
http://www.ibtimes.com/erdogans-call-ban-abortion-turkey-will-only-increase-deaths-705711
http://cpj.org/reports/2012/12/imprisoned-journalists-world-record.php
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Competitive Authoritarianism”
8
. By the term “competitive authoritarianism”, Levitsky and 

Way basically refer to hybrid political regimes that were emerged after the Cold War, 

combining democratic rules with authoritarian style of governance.
9
  

Although in the academic world these regimes are often pointed out as transitional 

governments, reel political experiences show that they can be long-lived and in fact very 

successful. Electoral success of Vladimir Putin of Russian Federation, Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

of Turkey or Viktor Orbán from Hungary are some of the recent examples of competitive 

authoritarian model.
10

 Although Levitsky and Way generally point out African countries in the 

1990s to conceptualize this model, in fact similar regimes can emerge in very different 

contexts and geographies including South America, Balkans, Caucasia or Asia. According to 

Levitsky and Way, in competitive authoritarian regimes, “formal democratic institutions are 

widely viewed as the principal means of obtaining and exercising political authority”.
11

 

Lewitsky and Way claim that competitive authoritarianism must be distinguished from real 

democracies since they do not completely fulfill the 4 basic conditions of democracy;  

1-) Executives and legislatures are chosen through elections that are open, free, and fair,  

2-) Virtually all adults possess the right to vote,  

3-) Political rights and civil liberties, including freedom to criticize the government without 

reprisal, are broadly protected,  

4-) Elected authorities possess real authority to govern, in that they are not subject to the 

tutelary control of military or clerical leaders.
12

  

In competitive authoritarian regimes, violations of these criteria are widespread and 

serious enough to create an unfair game between the government and the opposition. In Russia 

and Turkey for instance, the freedom to criticize the government without reprisal is not 

completely met. It is a fact that competitive authoritarian regimes are not completely 

authoritarian regimes since they provide basic liberties to their citizens and implement 

democratic procedures for legitimacy. However, in the implementation of democratic 

procedures, there are serious frauds and the politicization of the state and bureaucracy create an 

unfair competition between the government and the opposition. For instance, a recent report 

published by the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) of the 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) shows that, the funding of the 

Presidential campaign of Prime Minister Erdogan in Turkey lacks transparency and the 

oppositional candidates are given much less chance to express themselves in state-owned tv 

channels.
13

 As in the case of Turkey, competitive authoritarian regimes especially focus on 4 

key arenas to keep the status quo;  

                                                 
8
 Levitsky, Steven & Way, Lucan A. (2002), “Elections Without Democracy: The Rise of Competitive 

Authoritarianism”, Journal of Democracy, Volume 13, Number 2, April 2002. Retrieved from 

http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/levitsky/files/SL_elections.pdf on 12.02.2015.   
9
 Levitsky, Steven & Way, Lucan A. (2002), “Elections Without Democracy: The Rise of Competitive 

Authoritarianism”, p. 51.  
10

 Listen Fareed Zakaria’s comments on Putinism and authoritarian regimes based on electoralism; 

http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2014/08/04/will-putinism-triumph/.   
11

 Levitsky, Steven & Way, Lucan A. (2002), “Elections Without Democracy: The Rise of Competitive 

Authoritarianism”, p. 52.   
12

 Levitsky, Steven & Way, Lucan A. (2002), “Elections Without Democracy: The Rise of Competitive 

Authoritarianism”, p. 53.    
13

 “OSCE slams use of public funds for Turkish PM Erdogan’s presidential campaign”, Hürriyet Daily News, 

Date of Accession: 13.02.2015 from http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/osce-slams-use-of-public-funds-for-

turkish-pm-Erdogans-presidential-campaign.aspx?pageID=238&nID=69880&NewsCatID=338.   

http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/levitsky/files/SL_elections.pdf
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2014/08/04/will-putinism-triumph/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/osce-slams-use-of-public-funds-for-turkish-pm-erdogans-presidential-campaign.aspx?pageID=238&nID=69880&NewsCatID=338
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/osce-slams-use-of-public-funds-for-turkish-pm-erdogans-presidential-campaign.aspx?pageID=238&nID=69880&NewsCatID=338
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1-) the electoral arena,  

2-) the legislature,  

3-) the judiciary,  

4-) the media.
14

  

In short, competitive authoritarian regimes are a new kind of transitional regimes in 

which the system reaches out perfection in terms of keeping the President in his or her post by 

different mechanisms such as the control over the media, politicization of state bureaucracy 

and electoral fraud. It is also highly questionable that this transitional stage will be transitional 

since these governments increase their legitimacy and support when they perform good in 

terms of economic growth, thanks to the neo-liberal free-market economic model whose 

primary concern is profit, but not democracy. Thus, Turkish version of competitive 

authoritarianism (Erdogan regime) seems not temporary but permanent unless the country 

economically begins to stagnate. Maybe Erdogan’s regime will not take the form of a single-

party regime like China, but he will probably try to establish a dominant-party system in which 

he will secure electoral victories for his party in the coming elections.  

Conclusion 

Finally, as far as I am concerned, democrats around the world should pray and hope for 

the survival of multi-party democratic regime in Turkey, since starting from Mustafa Kemal 

Atatürk (1881-1938), the country is like a role-model for the Islamic world about secularism, 

women rights and democracy. But the decision will be mostly a decision of Erdogan, since 

Turkey’s strong allies (USA) and important economic partners (Russian Federation) seems 

supportive at least not critical of Erdogan’s one-man rule.  

  

                                                 
14

 Levitsky, Steven & Way, Lucan A. (2002), “Elections Without Democracy: The Rise of Competitive 

Authoritarianism”, p. 54. 
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Abstract 
Pronoun errors have been reported in speakers with ASD and SLI. For SLI, this remains 

controversial. The present study examines pronoun errors in Nigerian speakers with features of 

ASD and a match with SLI. The Hypothesis avers that participants with FASD would employ 

significantly more pronoun errors than those with SLI. Participating were 20 male and 10 

female English speaking, urban Nigerians, matched for MLU, sex and socio-economic status. 

They ranged from 2 to 29 years old. Each interacted with the experimenter over a standard set 

of toys. Pronoun omissions and reversals were collated. Error patterns were comparable for 

both groups. Omissions were more prevalent than reversals. Reversals were most frequent on 

the 3rd person singular pronouns. First person reversals were few. This homogeneity in 

pronoun error patterns suggests a common etiology possibly supporting an argument for 

ASDLI and SLI co-morbidity. Conclusions are tempered by the small sample size.  

Key words- ASD, SLI, pronoun, errors, reversals, omissions, Nigeria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


